Fund raising in online distribution
of ﬁne wines: iDealwine, one of
the world’s leading e-tailers of
premium wines, welcomes Capital
Croissance as shareholder to
accelerate its growth
/ Paris, February 2021

About AURIGNAC FINANCE:
AURIGNAC FINANCE is an M&A advisory
ﬁrm providing investment banking
services on transactions with enterprise
value mainly between €5m and €150m.
Established in 2004, the company has
been ranked for many years by Reﬁnitiv
as one of the leaders in its market. With
8 team members and several senior
advisors with strong sectorial expertise,
AURIGNAC FINANCE is the French partner
of Mergers Alliance, an independent
global network of M&A advisors, leader
on the mid-cap market for transactions
up to $500m.

iDealwine, a leading player in the online sale of ﬁne and rare
wines, was advised by Aurignac Finance in reorganising and
reinforcing its capital structure with the contribution of a
private equity investor – Capital Croissance.
Established in 2000, iDealwine is a digital platform dedicated
to the sale of ﬁne wines throughout the globe, with revenues
reaching €33 million in 2020, up by 15% from 2019. A pioneer
in the digitalisation of the wine market, the company is the
undisputed «Number 1» in France and a worldwide co-leader in
its core business of online auctions. In addition to auctions, ﬁxedprice sales represent a growing part of its activity and enable
iDealwine to oﬀer a very complete range of ﬁne wines to an
international clientele.
The company enjoys an exceptional visibility in a global market,
with customers and a community of nearly 650,000 wine
enthusiasts in over 60 countries and with locations in Paris,
Bordeaux and Hong-Kong.
iDealwine has an exceptional sourcing based on a perfect
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knowledge of French and foreign ﬁne wines, a strong attracting
force for collectors and professionals wishing to sell all or part of
their cellar and a close relationship with more than 700 estates.
This transaction, which generated strong interest from investors,
was carried out by the private equity fund Capital Croissance.
It allows the company to refocus the ownership around the
founders, who keep a majority stake, and the ﬁnancial investors.
It also provides the company with the necessary resources
to accelerate its international expansion and develop new
innovative and high added-value services (ﬁne spirits auctions,
cellar management services). iDealwine aims at doubling its
revenues within 5 years and becoming the undisputed world
leader in online distribution of premium wines.
«Aurignac Finance has contributed signiﬁcantly to the success of
this transaction thanks to a perfect understanding of iDealwine
and its positioning, an intimate knowledge of our market and an
excellent mastery of this type of transactions and its stakeholders.
The total commitment, the perfect comprehension of our goals
and the eﬃcient management of the process were key elements in
enabling us to select the best investor to support us over the next
few years». (Angélique de Lencquesaing, Cyrille Jomand et Lionel
Cuenca - iDealwine).
«Since LM Holding acquired a stake in the company in 2014, we
have remained very supportive of the founders in their ongoing
reﬂections regarding the development of iDealwine. We have
closely followed the evolution of the company, its market and the
main players at a global level. The Aurignac Finance team is very
proud to have made an eﬀective contribution to the completion
of this transaction, which will evidently have a signiﬁcant impact
on the global competitive landscape of ﬁne wine distribution.
Naturally, we remain very attentive to the evolution of this sector
and in particular to the consequences of its digitalisation» (JeanRené Griton, Raphaël Brenier, Stoyan Kostadinov - Aurignac
Finance).

Parties and advisors involved:
• For IDEALWINE
Management Team: Angélique de
Lencquesaing, Cyrille Jomand, Lionel Cuenca
M&A Advisor: Aurignac Finance (Jean-René
Griton, Raphaël Brenier, Stoyan Kostadinov,
Pierre Gohon)
Legal and Tax Advisor: Julien-Jeulin (Nicolas
Julien)
Financial VDD: 8Advisory (Fabien Thièblemont,
Nabil Saci, Arthur Romelli)
Legal Advisor to the Management: Bignon
Lebray (Edouard Waels, Charlotte Pineau)
Senior Financing / Lenders: BNP Paribas
(Grégory Mallet), Caisse d’Epargne Ile de France
(Julien Jonasson), BRED (Dorian Gérard)
Legal Advisor to the Lenders: Volt Associés
(Alexandre Tron, Morgane le Gallic)
• For CAPITAL CROISSANCE
Capital Croissance Team: Julie Masson, Cédric
Boxberger, Philibert Basquin, Adeline Wattiau
(support stratégique)
Legal Advisor: Thémis Conseil (Charlotte
Lagrange)
Financial Advisor: Oderis (Thomas Claverie,
Benjamin Supiot)
Strategic Advisor: Advancy (Laurence-Anne
Parent, Laure Charpentier, Thibault Vigié)
E-commerce / Digital Advisor: Christophe
Tricaud
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